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Table 1: Labour market indicators in rural
and urban areas, persons aged 15 to 29*

Unemployment Full-year full-time
rate, 1996** employment, 1995†

%
Canada

Rural 16.8 39.0
Urban 11.9 48.8

Newfoundland
Rural 40.0 21.7
Urban 18.5 41.8

Prince Edward Island
Rural 18.2 25.5
Urban 13.7 42.2

Nova Scotia
Rural 21.7 32.9
Urban 14.4 44.3

New Brunswick
Rural 24.3 30.7
Urban 13.9 43.7

Quebec
Rural 17.4 40.8
Urban 13.6 48.7

Ontario
Rural 13.6 44.6
Urban 11.6 51.6

Manitoba
Rural 13.6 42.5
Urban 10.0 49.6

Saskatchewan
Rural 12.3 40.8
Urban 10.6 45.7

Alberta
Rural 10.5 41.6
Urban 9.1 47.9

British Columbia
Rural 16.2 33.2
Urban 11.7 45.1

Yukon
Rural 18.2 28.5
Urban 11.8 42.8

Northwest Territories
Rural 24.1 34.7
Urban 8.9 54.4

Source: Census of Canada, 1996
* Those who were not full-time students.
** As of May 1996.
† Percentage of workers who were employed full year

full time in 1995.
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Table 2: Leavers by age,
1991 to 1996

 Age in 1991 Census Tax data

%

15 to 19
Rural 28.0 31.8
Urban 15.3 17.8

20 to 24
Rural 24.5 31.8
Urban 21.7 23.3

25 to 29
Rural 17.5 21.7
Urban 16.9 19.0

30 to 44
Rural 11.2 13.8
Urban 10.0 11.3

45 to 54
Rural 7.3 9.5
Urban 6.8 8.0

55 to 64
Rural 6.3 8.9
Urban 6.2 7.6

65 and over
Rural 5.8 10.0
Urban 4.0 6.5

Sources: Census of Canada, 1996;
T1 tax records

Table 3: Young leavers by province, 1991 to 1996

Age in 1991

15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29

Census Tax data Census Tax data Census Tax data

%

Canada
Rural 28.0 31.8 24.5 31.8 17.5 21.7
Urban 15.3 17.8 21.7 23.3 16.9 19.0

Newfoundland
Rural 29.5 32.2 23.5 28.5 14.3 16.8
Urban 20.6 25.8 29.5 29.2 19.5 19.1

Prince Edward Island
Rural 20.1 23.1 17.9 23.9 11.2 12.6
Urban 15.8 20.6 26.0 27.3 17.4 18.4

Nova Scotia
Rural 21.9 26.9 22.6 26.0 12.8 17.4
Urban 17.7 21.7 27.3 27.3 20.3 19.9

New Brunswick
Rural 19.9 22.8 19.9 23.8 13.8 16.5
Urban 19.7 23.2 27.2 27.8 16.4 18.4

Quebec
Rural 24.4 28.3 20.8 28.8 14.3 18.7
Urban 17.0 20.8 24.6 27.9 19.3 22.7

Ontario
Rural 27.2 31.7 27.2 35.6 19.6 24.3
Urban 12.2 13.7 18.4 19.2 13.9 15.9

Manitoba
Rural 30.7 34.3 22.2 32.1 18.3 22.0
Urban 16.1 21.7 22.9 26.0 19.8 21.6

Saskatchewan
Rural 39.6 42.1 26.7 37.9 18.6 23.7
Urban 27.2 31.2 34.0 34.7 24.5 25.4

Alberta
Rural 34.7 37.9 31.0 36.7 22.4 27.4
Urban 19.6 22.1 25.8 26.4 21.0 22.0

British Columbia
Rural 33.2 40.0 28.3 38.0 22.8 28.4
Urban 13.7 15.5 17.8 18.9 15.4 16.5

Yukon
Rural 35.1 36.0 43.8 43.2 36.9 39.5
Urban 29.6 31.3 32.8 35.8 33.8 29.2

Northwest Territories
Rural 8.0 15.8 14.2 16.5 20.5 22.2
Urban 34.8 39.0 42.3 43.6 40.2 40.3

Sources: Census of Canada, 1996; T1 tax records
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Chart: In all provinces except Newfoundland, rural leavers are more likely 
to go to an urban area within their province.

Source: Census of Canada, 1996
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Table 4: Newcomers by province, 1991 to 1996

Age in 1991

15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29

Census Tax data Census Tax data Census Tax data

%

Canada
Rural 15.4 20.0 30.9 29.4 24.6 26.6
Urban 19.0 21.2 20.3 23.9 15.2 17.7

Newfoundland
Rural 5.4 7.0 14.6 12.4 10.1 10.9
Urban 18.7 16.8 17.5 22.1 14.7 15.9

Prince Edward Island
Rural 11.3 11.2 18.1 16.3 13.0 15.8
Urban 21.4 22.2 22.1 26.3 16.9 19.8

Nova Scotia
Rural 9.2 10.7 20.8 19.3 17.6 19.7
Urban 21.2 25.2 20.3 23.8 15.6 17.6

New Brunswick
Rural 9.5 11.4 17.9 17.7 14.3 16.1
Urban 20.4 21.9 23.5 25.7 17.3 18.8

Quebec
Rural 13.6 18.3 26.9 25.5 19.9 21.8
Urban 19.6 22.7 21.9 27.3 17.2 21.3

Ontario
Rural 14.9 19.4 33.7 34.1 28.8 32.3
Urban 13.7 15.4 16.3 18.4 11.3 13.2

Manitoba
Rural 14.8 19.9 27.5 29.0 23.9 26.3
Urban 19.5 20.9 14.2 19.1 13.5 15.0

Saskatchewan
Rural 16.0 20.9 33.8 27.5 23.4 22.5
Urban 32.1 27.9 24.9 28.6 18.0 20.3

Alberta
Rural 24.8 33.3 43.4 41.9 32.1 34.9
Urban 27.6 31.2 23.9 28.5 17.7 20.2

British Columbia
Rural 30.1 37.9 57.3 55.6 44.1 49.4
Urban 24.5 29.7 27.9 32.1 22.0 23.4

Yukon
Rural 48.8 58.1 42.1 61.1 40.3 45.2
Urban 33.6 35.6 56.0 57.7 33.8 42.2

Northwest Territories
Rural 15.9 29.6 22.7 28.7 19.3 24.4
Urban 56.0 58.2 63.9 80.0 40.7 46.5

Sources: Census of Canada, 1996; T1 tax records
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Table 5: Net migration flows
by age, 1991 to 1996

Age in 1991 Census Tax data

%

15 and over
Rural 2.0 1.6
Urban -0.6 -0.4

15 to 29
Rural 0.2 -0.9
Urban -0.04 0.2

15 to 19
Rural -12.6 -11.8
Urban 3.7 3.5

20 to 24
Rural 6.4 -2.4
Urban -1.4 0.6

25 to 29
Rural 7.0 4.9
Urban -1.7 -1.3

30 to 44
Rural 2.8 2.4
Urban -0.7 -0.7

45 to 54
Rural 4.6 5.1
Urban -1.3 -1.4

55 to 64
Rural 4.0 4.8
Urban -1.2 -1.3

65 and over
Rural -1.0 -1.8
Urban 0.3 0.6

Sources: Census of Canada, 1996;
T1 tax records
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Table 6: Net migration flows by age and province, 1991 to 1996

Prince Edward New
Newfoundland Island Nova Scotia Brunswick Quebec Ontario

Tax Tax Tax Tax Tax Tax
Age in 1991 Census data Census data Census data Census data Census data Census data

%

15+ Rural -5.4 -5.7 1.0 -0.1 0.5 -0.5 -0.8 -0.9 1.4 0.7 3.2 3.0
Urban -3.4 -2.8 1.4 1.9 -1.5 -0.6 -0.1 -0.3 -1.1 -0.9 -1.2 -1.2

15-29 Rural -13.2 -13.7 -2.2 -4.0 -3.2 -4.6 -3.9 -4.6 0.5 -1.4 1.1 0.4
Urban -6.3 -5.8 0.3 0.5 -3.1 -1.8 -0.7 -0.9 -1.0 -0.6 -1.3 -1.2

15-19 Rural -24.1 -25.1 -8.8 -11.9 -12.7 -16.2 -10.4 -11.4 -10.8 -10.0 -12.3 -12.3
Urban -1.9 -9.0 5.6 1.5 3.5 3.5 0.7 -1.2 2.5 1.9 1.6 1.7

20-24 Rural -8.9 -16.1 0.2 -7.6 -1.9 -6.8 -2.0 -6.0 6.1 -3.3 6.4 -1.6
Urban -12.0 -7.1 -3.9 -1.0 -7.0 -3.5 -3.8 -2.2 -2.7 -0.6 -2.1 -0.8

25-29 Rural -4.2 -5.8 1.9 3.2 4.8 2.3 0.4 -0.4 5.6 3.1 9.2 8.0
Urban -4.8 -3.2 -0.5 1.4 -4.7 -2.3 0.9 0.4 -2.2 -1.4 -2.6 -2.7

30-44 Rural -2.7 -3.1 3.7 2.1 1.9 0.6 0.3 0.2 1.7 1.3 3.6 3.4
Urban -1.8 -1.7 1.9 1.8 -1.9 -0.5 0.6 0.2 -1.1 -0.9 -1.2 -1.3

45-54 Rural -0.2 -0.3 3.2 3.7 3.8 3.2 1.9 2.2 3.7 4.3 6.6 7.2
Urban -2.9 -2.2 2.4 3.3 -0.1 - -1.0 -0.7 -1.5 -1.6 -1.8 -1.8

55-64 Rural 1.6 1.2 3.8 2.4 2.5 2.9 1.7 2.4 2.5 3.1 6.8 7.5
Urban -2.6 -2.0 2.3 2.7 0.6 0.4 - -0.8 -1.5 -1.6 -1.7 -1.7

65+ Rural -1.4 -2.1 -2.9 -3.5 -0.1 -1.5 -0.6 -0.9 -1.7 -3.2 -1.1 -1.3
Urban 0.7 2.1 1.2 3.6 0.7 1.0 0.6 0.6 -0.3 -0.1 0.2 0.3

British Northwest
Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta Columbia Yukon Territories

Tax Tax Tax Tax Tax Tax
Age in 1991 Census data Census data Census data Census data Census data Census data

%

15+ Rural - 0.6 -2.0 -3.1 3.3 3.5 11.4 11.8 0.5 4.6 -0.4 0.6
Urban -3.0 -3.9 -2.5 -3.1 -0.8 -0.3 4.0 4.3 3.1 3.8 1.3 4.6

15-29 Rural -2.4 -2.3 -5.6 -8.2 3.8 4.4 15.2 15.3 4.3 12.3 4.7 7.8
Urban -4.2 -5.6 -3.9 -5.2 0.3 1.4 8.9 10.5 7.8 14.4 12.1 18.7

15-19 Rural -15.8 -14.4 -23.5 -21.2 -9.9 -4.7 -3.1 -2.1 13.7 13.9 7.9 22.0
Urban 3.4 -0.8 4.9 -3.2 8.0 9.1 10.7 14.2 4.0 19.2 21.2 4.3

20-24 Rural 5.3 -3.1 7.1 -10.5 12.4 5.2 29.0 17.6 -1.7 12.2 8.4 17.9
Urban -8.6 -6.8 -9.1 -6.1 -1.9 2.0 10.2 13.2 23.2 36.4 21.6 21.9

25-29 Rural 5.6 4.2 4.9 -1.2 9.7 7.4 21.3 21.0 3.4 2.2 -1.3 5.6
Urban -6.3 -6.5 -6.5 -5.2 -3.3 -1.8 6.5 6.9 - 6.2 0.4 13.0

30-44 Rural 1.4 2.4 -0.3 -1.1 3.9 3.9 11.2 11.6 0.5 -3.7 -4.4 3.4
Urban -2.8 -3.8 -3.2 -3.4 -1.9 -1.4 3.2 3.6 2.9 0.2 -1.3 2.4

45-54 Rural 2.4 4.2 0.6 0.5 4.0 4.3 12.4 14.6 -2.3 -2.9 -3.2 1.5
Urban -3.2 -4.2 -2.2 -2.8 -2.1 -2.0 1.5 1.5 -1.3 -9.3 -13.2 -5.6

55-64 Rural 1.7 3.2 -0.5 -0.8 2.0 3.3 12.4 14.4 -8.8 -10.4 -9.6 -10.2
Urban -2.8 -3.7 -1.1 -1.9 -1.2 -1.3 0.6 0.8 -5.9 -28.2 -29.2 -10.6

65+ Rural -1.6 -2.7 -2.9 -4.3 - -0.3 2.1 1.5 -1.7 -0.7 -0.9 -7.1
Urban 0.1 -0.4 2.0 1.2 1.7 2.7 0.8 1.1 -4.7 3.6 -9.5 1.1

Sources: Census of Canada, 1996; T1 tax records
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Table 7: Return migration, 1987 to 1997

Leavers
Return

Stayers* Returned** Permanent † rate

%

Age in 1987

15 to 19
Rural 43.8 12.3 43.9 21.9
Urban 62.2 9.0 28.7 23.9

20 to 24
Rural 54.4 9.9 35.8 21.6
Urban 61.7 8.2 30.1 21.3

25 to 29
Rural 68.0 6.4 25.6 20.0
Urban 70.2 5.5 24.4 18.3

Source: T1 tax records
* In the same geographical unit for all 11 years.
** Changed geographical unit at some point during the

period but 1997 location is the same as 1987 location.
† 1997 location is different from 1987 location.

Table 8: Median real earnings* growth,
stayers and leavers, 1993 to 1997

Age in 1993

15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29

$ % $ % $ %

Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics
Rural

Stayers** 4,600 160 5,500 53 3,200 17
Leavers† 7,000 272 8,800 108 6,600 21

Urban
Stayers** 5,900 211 7,100 64 4,400 20
Leavers† 6,500 195 7,100 83 7,900 33

T1 tax file records
Rural

Stayers** 6,000 162 5,000 51 2,900 16
Leavers† 7,700 211 9,000 108 4,400 22

Urban
Stayers** 6,000 157 6,800 66 4,200 19
Leavers† 6,300 161 8,400 93 4,800 23

Sources: Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics;
T1 tax records

* 1992 dollars.
** In the same geographical unit for all 5 years.
† 1997 location is different from 1993 location.

Table 9: Median real earnings*
growth, 1987 to 1997

Age in 1987

15 to 19 20 to 24 25 to 29

$ % $ % $ %

Rural
Stayers** 13,000 297 6,400 53 4,700 26
Leavers

Returned† 13,000 314 7,700 74 4,200 26
Permanent†† 19,200 495 13,400 124 7,000 38

Urban
Stayers** 18,500 385 11,500 79 7,100 31
Leavers

Returned† 15,500 337 10,700 86 6,600 33
Permanent†† 18,700 412 13,300 106 7,300 34

Source: T1 tax records
* 1992 dollars
** In the same geographical unit for all 11 years.
† Changed geographical unit at some point during the

period but 1997 location is the same as 1987 location.
†† 1997 location is different from 1987 location.
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